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matters. But, from the Roman Catholic stand-point, a
predominantly Protestant government is always a malady to
be treated therapeutically or surgically with a view to its
cure. The leading idea of the last (Ecumenical Council
was to effect a surgical cure of Prussia's 1866 victories and
the establishment of the North German Confederation,
regarded in Rome as symptoms of European disease.
France, the Pope's soldier, was " called, in " to operate with
her bayonet, as a lancet wherewith to phlebotomize German
Protestantism. That the promulgation of the Infallibility
Dogma should have taken place in Rome simultaneously
with the French declaration of war against us was certainly
an extraordinary coincidence, especially as the latter event
was brought about, as every body knows nowadays, chiefly
by the exertions of the Ultramontane French Empress
Eugenie. That France would prove victorious was as
little doubted in Rome as in Paris; and France, had she
conquered us, would certainly have exercised the pre-
ponderance she would thereby have acquired (in concert with
the Pope and with the object of establishing the new
Dogma) in every direction, more particularly, however, in
that of Germany."

On one occasion the Chancellor publicly alluded to this
Roman-French intrigue, i.e., when he referred to the then
contemplated new " gesta Dei per Francos." At the time
of the (Ecumenical Council he was perfectly alive to the
danger that, in the face of this foreign conspiracy, the
consideration due to Catholic Prussians by the Government
and Legislature might readily be lost sight of, and resisted,
long and steadfastly, every suggestion of temporal inter-
ference in questions which (although he himself deemed
them eminently political) are regarded by the believing
masses as dogmatical or purely ecclesiastical. He never